Lesson 25
Ruth and Naomi: “Where You Go I Will Go”
Ruth 1:1 – 2:23
· Questions

1. When did the story of Ruth take place and what were the conditions of this time (1:1)?

2. What happened to Naomi’s husband and two sons (1:2-5)?

3. Why did Naomi desire to return to Judah from the land of Moab (1:6-7)?

4. What advice did Naomi give her two daughters-in-law (1:8-14)?

5. What decision did Ruth and her sister-in-law make with regard to Naomi’s advice (1:15-18)?

6. How did Naomi view the Lord with regard to her circumstances in life (1:19-22)?

7. What did Ruth request of Naomi and in whose field was she found (2:1-7)?

8. What kindness did Boaz show Ruth (2:8-16)?
9. What advice did Naomi offer after Ruth returned from gleaning in the field (2:17-23)?

· Digging Deeper

1. What does “Bethlehem” mean and what irony is found in verse 1?

2. Where is the land of Moab located with reference to Judah (1:1)?

3. What may have been the cause of the famine in verse 1 according to Leviticus 26:14-20 ?

4. What is the connection between the “Ephrathites of Bethlehem-judah” and Jesus Christ     (1:2; Mic. 5:2)?

5. What do the names “Naomi” and “Mara” mean and how do these names relate to what happened in the story (1:20)?

6. Where in the OT is the law of gleaning found and what was the purpose of the law (2:2)?

7. How much is an “ephah” of barley (2:17)?

8. What good characteristics of Ruth are brought out in chapters 1-2? How could she have reacted negatively to her situation? How did she react? What kind of a woman did she show herself to be? How can we be like this woman today in similar circumstances?

9. What good characteristics of Boaz are brought out in chapter 2? How could he have reacted negatively to his situation? How did he react to Ruth? What kind of man did he show himself to be? How can we be like this man today in similar circumstances?

· Applications for Today

1. Like Ruth, we need to be lights shining in the midst of darkness. Ruth is an example of individual faithfulness in a time national faithlessness (1:1; Phil. 2:15).

2. Bad times can often bring out the best in people (1:1; Rom. 5:3-4; Jas. 1:2-4; 1 Pet. 1:6-7).
3. When hardships enter our life we must continue to rely upon the Lord (1:1-5; Phil. 4:19;    Heb. 13:5; 1 Pet. 5:7).

4. The Lord deals kindly with his people (1:6-9; Mt. 5:45; Acts 14:17; Jas. 1:17).

5. The one true God needs to be our God (1:16; Acts 17:23-24; Eph. 4:4-6).

6. “Generations gaps” need not occur between the young and old (1:16-17; 1 Tim. 5:1-2;             1 Pet. 5:5).

7. We must remain faithful to the Lord regardless of the circumstances he gives us (1:19-21;   Job 1:20-22; 2:7-10; Heb. 12:7-13).

8. Employers and employees who serve the Lord make good businesses (2:4; Eph. 6:5-9).

9. A good reputation is the best kind of introduction (2:11; Mt. 5:13-16; 1 Pet. 2:12).

10. We learn to show kindness after receiving kindness (2:18; Mt. 5:7; 6:14).

11. The Lord blesses his people, rewards his people, protects his people, and shows kindness to his people (2:4,12,20; Gen. 15:1; Psa. 34:7; Prov. 30:5; Rom. 8:28).

12. Steadfast commitment, faith, love, loyalty, self-sacrifice, and hard work are all qualities that are much needed today (1:16-18; 2:2,11,23; Mt. 6:33; 1 Cor. 15:58; Gal. 6:9; Rev. 2:10).

